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Dos Passos, John Chosen Country 
Houghton, Mifflin. Dec. 1951. 485p. $4.00. 


U.S.A. John Dos Passos reached high point his 
art. There his theme was militant and the social 
causes defended against indifferent actively 
hostile world lent power his voice and passion his 
pen. The novels has written since U.S.A. (1930- 
1936), especially The Grand Design, are all methodical 
explorations theme far more admirable, far more 
subtle, far more profound—the search for self inde- 
pendent yet dedicated, individual yet working the 
organism the common good. Unfortunately, his 
technique falls short his subject that these latter 
works, Chosen Country included, lack the sharp inci- 
siveness his previous writing. Unfortunately, the 
nobility his theme lies outside the limits criticism 
while his technique, the means employed and the 
effects obtained, not. For the form which gives 
meaning the matter, beauty which transforms the 
philosophical truth into the work art. 


Briefly, Chosen Country traces out the blending 
blood and mind that goes into making America great. 
Where U.S.A. was critical, Chosen Country positively 
The latter builds the same ground, 
almost the same foundations where the former once 
tore down. Chosen Country does this through series 
interlocking genealogical patterns. First James Knox 
Polk Pignatelli, son immigrant, makes his finan- 
cial way the new world, marries Henrietta Thatcher, 
niece General Thatcher, has natural 
Kathryn Isham, widow, one the Jays Kentucky. 
The second shows how Jay Pignatelli, the 
natural son question, comes marry Lulie Harring- 
ton, daughter the ponderous professor Ezekiel Har- 
rington, and grand-daughter another Ezekiel who 
was Methodist minister and who fought for Emanci- 
pation. 


These unions symbolize the blending the American 
traditions; East and West, North and South. Within 
their complex organisms, Dos Passos works out the 
American wealth with European cul- 
ture: make our money here, suppose, and 
spend the other side.” muses the Euro- 
pean astonishment American culture: “Of course 
foreigner, American, but educated re- 
markable.” threads through the complexities 
big business and law and their bearing upon civilization, 
and, case that vaguely reminiscent Sacco- 

anzetti, re-states his disillusionment with the false- 
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hood and trickery the party the left. Through 
the medium poverty, wealth, power, fear, Dos Passos 
depicts the vicissitudes that must 
the undefined dream love and the home can 
realized. 


Chosen Country, John Dos Passos remains very 
much the reporter. seems constrained narrate 
every event the present and order avoid the 
dull blow-by-blow recital events the front page 
the newspaper, has recourse series flash- 
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backs which calls Readers who 
remember U.S.A. will readily identify these 
legomena” substitute for the “Camera eye’ pas- 
sages, well the chapters entitled “Footnote 
Vanishing Culture”, “Footnote Social Conscious- 
ness”, “Footnote the Practice the Law”. How- 
ever, there difference here, that Dos Passos 
searches depths that the eye camera can reach. 


usual, his characters have really positive interior 
existence, they still have small control the shaping 
their separate destinies, the rhythm their lives 
not their own but rather the objective rhythm the 
personal and social events they experience. For this 
reason, Dos Passos’ brassy naturalism reflects almost 
animal mechanism that functions man just 
operates nature. 


Yet, there hope Chosen Country. could well 
prove the emergence new genius the 
author, for reads like minor work that must neces- 
sarily sloughed off before the artist crosses the thres- 
hold masterpiece. Because its several overly 
vivid passages, Chosen Country should read only 


adults. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Lincoln, Victoria Out from Eden 


Rinehart. Nov. 1951. $3.00. 

Out from Eden for those who prefer their novels well 
larded with uninhibited promiscuity and this presented 
dangerous manner. 


The story centres the Davenport family composed 
Stephen, its head, artist whose struggle for recogni- 
tion has led him through alternate periods poverty 
and riches; his wife and model Jessica, illiterate Juno 
whose propensity for the state nudity has re- 
straints; her daughter Topsy whose Rousseauesque edu- 
cation, lack intelligence, and physical resemblance 
her mother promises some seductive scenes; and Todd, 
like his father, but scientific bent. 


The functioning Stephen, the family refers his 
productive periods, the life the group. His agent 
Alfred Rosen has sustained them all some their 
darkest times when Stephen could find inspiration 
paint, not only because Davenport’s unchallenged 
talent, but because his high regard for Jessica whose 
voluptuous charms have not failed attract him. 
Through Rosen the author attempts analyze the pull 
betwen the gentile and Jewish cultures for the Jew, but 
without much success. 


Todd’s desire attend college spurs him inten- 
sive study and his release dreaming climbing 
the mountain peaks the world. His friendship with 
Ellen Tucker the first and most impressionable one 
has had with any The event her death 
heralds the first sorrow his manhood. all her 
characterizations that Todd the author’s freshest 
she captures him the magical goodness youth. 


The arrival Evan George study under her father 
suggests the destiny Topsy who plans offer herself 


Dos Passos Lincoln Thomas 


Best 


for seduction and initiates the conflict that ensues be- 
tween her father and his pupil. Much made 
Jessica’s amazonian proportions and her amazing strength 
finds its outlet physical labor. Her washing clothes 
and scrubbing floors are expression 
Her most ardent wish own Bendix and, keep- 
ing with the simplicity this desire, the author pic- 
tures her attracted Catholicism she pins 
representation the Sacred Heart with its promise 
cover hole the kitchen plaster. The author’s 
erant treatment this particular item shows her com- 
pletely false understanding the rudiments Catholic 
any religious belief. Profanity the mouth 
Stephen runs riot throughout the story and innumer- 
able and gross references describe relationships be- 
tween the sexes are part and parcel Miss Lincoln’s 
style. The book carries recommendation. 


Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


Thomas, Lowell Back Mandalay 
Greystone Press. Nov. 320p. $3.50. 


Followers the fortunes the Lowell 
father and son, will have reason rejoice that another 
true story adventure has come from the pen the 
senior Thomas entertain and inspire their wide circle 
friends. this story the world famous globetrotter 
recounts the exploits American Air Commandos 
the recapture Burma from the Japanese during the 
Second World War. The real object the book, how- 
ever, extol General Orde Wingate, British com- 
mander the famed Project Number Nine 
American associates, Colonels Cochran and Alison, 
without whose help the campaign could not have been 
undertaken. doubt most readers will recall that 
during the late war Milton Caniff featured the same 
Colonel Cochran “Flip Corkin” his comic script 
story “Terry and the Pirates”. Now the author takes 
behind the scenes see how such heroes are made 
not the manner born. 


The situation lends itself perfectly the pen Lowell 
Thomas. The setting laid the thick jungle coun- 
try wedged between China and India, knifed the 
two great rivers, Chindwin and Irrawaddy. Having 
driven General Stilwell out the region, the Japanese 
have seized the port Rangoon, and are preparing for 
attack India. their sweep through Southwest 
Asia stopped, essential that the forces 
the enemy diverted penetrating behind the lines 
Burma. The British have the man for the job. But 
they must have American assistance order prevail 
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combat. General Arnold assigns two Colonels 
this mission. tells them round task force 
and it. They take him his word and while 
Alison stays home study the reports, Cochran flies 
London meet the commander under whom the 
Americans will serve the campaign. The two men 
not make favorable first impression each other. 
Whereas Wingate talks and thinks much about the 
reasons why man ought fight this war, Cochran 
only seems concerned that there war 
fought. 


Such differences, however, are soon forgotten the 
mutual interest and excitement each has the suc- 
cessful outcome their venture. Moreover, admira- 
tion soon follows for the man Wingate since im- 
possible near him and not impressed with his 
expert knowledge jungle fighting, his fierce intensity 
purpose and his complete devotion freedom’s 
cause. Thereafter, veneration follows admiration 
for Wingate—or, later came known the 
entire command, the Man. How this comes about 
part the story itself which this reviewer does not 
mean reveal for fear spoiling the reader’s interest. 
This much can said. The story does more than 
merely exemplify American ingenuity the creation 
and skillful use glider task force co-ordination 
with forces the ground. part the bargain, 
Lowell Thomas turns teacher and points goodly lesson 
two. For example, not averse showing that 
co-operation among men different habits and tastes 
not only sound theory but feasible practice. 
Witness this Burma Campaign! reminds the reader 
that Wingate first applied this idea training troops 
for the Israeli army. man knows why fights, 
will become the best soldiers whatever his pre- 
vious national background. Speaking Wingate 
concludes: “He lived and died officer the United 
Nations police force not yet born.” 


Yet less lavish his praise for the American 
members the team. Speaking Cochran and 
son, avers that their country ought particularly 
proud them since they understod well the im- 
portance co-operating common cause. Nor are 
they rendered any less American that account. 
the contrary, their genius for improvization, their 


Turkus 187 


disregard and distaste for protocol, their unconcern for 
tradition, their healthy disdain for routine thinking, 
that works the miracle victory Burma. Withal 
the touch deft and the style crisp and manly. Chap- 
ter headings are borrowed from selected lines Rud- 
yard Kipling, there profusion pictures and Milton 
Caniff has furnished number appropriate cartoons. 
Certainly this Lowell Thomas his best. And 
ought be. For bespeaks glory which Phil Coch- 
ran readily disclaimed for himself; “To the kids (be- 
longs the credit for victory)” quoted saying. 
“These American kids that are just automatically won- 
derful.” which the Man himself would the 
first shout, Amen! 

Harry Kirwin, Ph.D., 

Loyola College, 

Baltimore 10, Maryland 


Turkus, Burton and Feder, Sid 
Murder, Inc. The Story the 
Farrar, Strauss Young. Nov. 12, 1951. 498p. $4.50. 


“Mr. Arsenic,” the prosecutor who obtained the con- 
victions which placed seven the nation- 
wide crime cartel, including the untouchable Lepke, 
the electric chair, has collaborated with journalist 
produce book that necessary reading for any Ameri- 
can even remotely interested lawful living and clean 
government. For long months, decade ago, Burton 
Turkus lived vicariously the very heart the mur- 
der ring the cartel, listening the revelations 
“Kid Twist” Reles and the other intimates the com- 
bine that had accounted for one thousand murders. 
Several these affairs are related all their harrow- 
ing details just the participants saw them. Many 
the principals become repulsively alive. Kid Twist 
himself, “Pittsburgh Phil”, whom 
ecstasy, “Bug” Workman, cold-blooded and efficient, 
and all the rest. 


But there far more this narrative than gory 
tabloid newspaper thrill producer. The innumerable 
problems the law enforcement officer preparing 
case that will stand under the assaults the 
shrewdest criminal attorneys the country are made 
clear the layman. For the first time true, complete 
and authoritative account given not merely the 
details crime but the amazing organization, pre- 
sumably still extant, which could kill will and almost 
guarantee immunity from prosecution. The reader 
made all times aware that none this murder was 
gratuitously contrived, that all was the ruthless and 
necessary by-product industry that reaches into 
and controls all forms business, including politics. 


This appears completely honest and forthright 
work. Public and private figures, living dead, are 
named and, whenever possible, are labeled with their 
proper signs. Several law enforcement officers come 
for careful scrutiny and the present Ambassador 
Mexico, William O’Dwyer, formerly Turkus’s chief 
District Attorney for Kings County, New York, de- 
picted less than questionable light. The Kefauver 
Committee, widely acclaimed was, exposed 
some criticism, and, truth, the committee’s report 
alongside this work, appears naive, amateurish and 
long-after-the-fact. 
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Minor flaws that are not worth mentioning appear and 
probable that the entire work requires supplement- 
ing from sources that were not available county 
prosecutor. But for the time and for the historical 
record, this incredible compilation the book. can- 
not too strongly recommended both fascinating 
reading and sternly terrifying, lively and immedi- 
ately useful object lesson for all citizens. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Melville, Annabelle 
Elizabeth Bayley Seton, 1774-1821 
Scribners. Nov. 411p. $4.00. 


carefully documented biography the early convert 
about whom probably more has been written than 
about any other American Catholic woman. spite 
the many accounts Mother Seton’s life already 
available—fictional, dramatic and factual—the author 
felt another was order which should draw upon the 
wealth archival material made available since the 
White biography appeared 1853. Assuring evidence 
her patience and coverage this regard the nine- 
page bibliography representing ten archival collections, 
contemporary sources, eight newspapers, about 
general works, magazine articles, three Master’s 
theses; and the 82-page section notes identifying in- 
dividual and conclusions made the text 
with the sources from which they were abstracted. 
Some these references were consulted with the aim 
setting her subject her proper relation place 
and period. The result that the earlier half the 
volume includes concrete and fascinating details the 
social, religious, and public-health history post-Revo- 


lutionary New York. 


Dr. Melville’s second purpose, she tells 
Preface, was show her subject not primarily 
religious but “as American woman the early 
republic, woman whose career was immediately in- 
fluenced the exigencies its infancy. Her material 
fortunes, and those her family, rose and fell with the 
fortunes the new nation.” this reader, the 
parallel was more immediately apparent the first half 
the volume; the latter half, Mother Seton’s affairs 
seemed correspond more closely with those the 
American Church struggling for organization and foot- 


hold. 


the careful reader, perhaps the most satisfactory 
aspect Mrs. Melville’s work her ability let the 
record speak for itself, and keep her own views from 
getting between the subject and the reader. Copious 
brief quotations, strung between the recital events, 
enable one draw his own conclusions. con- 
vincing are these and able the progressive sweep 
the narrative that when one the rare generalizations 
made, the reader apt accept the conclusion with 
nod for its logic. Such, for example, her sincere 


but restrained tribute Mother Seton’s contribution 
19th-century education (pp. 226-27). 


spite her admiration for her subject, the author 
does not permit false prudence interfere with some 
the less pleasant incidents the The 
strains and friction between founder and one the 


Melville Dragonette 


Best 


early priest-superiors the community are frankly but 
discreetly handled. Earlier family friction 
father’s household, after his second marriage, less 
plainly divulged, probably because full information 
still lacking. 


The account, printed small, closely leaded type, 
would have been easier for the lethargic reader fol- 
low chronological table Mother Seton’s life had 
been included, and genealogical table the various 
persons associated with her. Fortunately, possible 
repair these lacks faithful reference the com- 
plete index provided. Undoubtedly, the earlier, more 
romantic accounts the founder the Sisters 
Charity St. Joseph will continue hold appeal 
introductions the personality and career this vali- 
ant woman, but the individual who wishes have the 
complete and factual account will find himself sooner 
later with this volume his hand. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Dragonette, Jessica 
Faith Song. The Odyssey American 
Artist 
McKay. Nov. 23, 1951. 322p. $3.75. 
Jessica Dragonette’s successful career has been marked 
consistent pull away from art merely for art’s sake 
toward the plying art for God’s this thor- 
oughly Catholic attitude that has colored her dedica- 
tion music with meaning and inspiration. age 
when promiscuity fad, she has managed remain 
credit her convent training and still win boxoffice 
approval. “Looking back,” she remarks her auto- 
biography, bless parents for goodly heritage, 
for bending the twig, and the devoted nuns for nurtur- 
ing the flower faith, giving discipline, way 
life without which would never able weather 
the storms.” 


The “devoted nuns” whom she acknowledges with 
grateful bow are the Sisters Charity the Lans- 
downe, Pa., orphanage who raised her after the sudden 
death both her mother and father. Encouraging her 
musical bent, they applied for scholarship when she 
reached high school age she could continue her 
studies Georgian Court Lakewood, New Jersey. 
Friends there advised her begin lessons with Estelle 
Liebling New York. Miss Liebling’s suggestion 
she auditioned for Max Reinhardt, and was selected for 
the role the unseen angel “The Miracle”. 

She sang 287 shows before trying for spot WEAF. 
Radio was then the experimental stage and the 
National Broadcasting Company was only month old 
when she gave her first program. Listener response was 
satisfying, that, through the period when the pioneers 
were sending the airwaves across the continent and 
finally around the world, the little lady (she stands 
half inch shorter than petite Lily Pons) with the 
big golden voice was being boomed one the net- 
work’s brightest stars. 

insatiable perfectionist Miss 
Dragonette admits the typical artist’s lack business 
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acumen, which has often redounded her financial dis- 
advantage. But always eager share her gift, she has 
performed graciously for small congregation 
religious for any crowd cheering celebrities. Pope 
Pius XII recognized her outstanding leadership with the 
Pro Ecclesia Pontifice medal. 


would gratifying able report that Miss 
Dragonette writes well she sings. There sin- 
cerity here, but hardly the projected personality her 


high 
Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, 


Loggins, Vernon The Hawthornes 
Columbia University Press. Sept. 21, 1951. 365p. $5.00. 


There is, fear, nothing really exciting about Vernon 
Loggins’ worthy genealogical account distinguished 
and weird old American not say 
that the book, semi-popularized presentation art- 
ful suppositions based skilled documentation, lacks 
entertainment. filled with interesting anecdotes— 
some historical, some literary, some psychiatric, 
and some religious—specifically Catholic—interest. 
But, from reader who found the history the early 
American Hawthornes and Davenports—tradesmen, 
soldiers, and petty criminals—interesting and who 
found the narrative the Salem witchcraft ordeals 
and the Manning-Palfrey incest trial all but absorb- 
ing, must conceded that The Hawthornes sags 
languidly its capacious middle—the redundant 
stretch between the fierce activities the persecuting, 
sin-chasing Hawthornes the seventeenth century and 
the neurotic career the great Nathaniel. 


special interest Catholics are the chapters the 
beginning and the end the book. The opening 
introduces the pre-Reformation English family with its 
pious legend ancestral miracle involving the con- 
fessional, the Blessed Virgin, and lots money. The 
book concludes with the edifying biography 
Nathaniel’s daughter Rose, who became the Dominican 
Mother Alphonsa, the foundress hospitals. How 
characteristic genteel Yankee conversion that Rose 
and her unfortunate husband, George Parsons Lathrop, 
should have been introduced the faith reading 
Newman and talking their Irish servant girls! 


Loggins works perhaps little too hard give his book 
continuity, make more than typical New Eng- 
land family chronicle and, the same time, more than 
series unrelated biographies, each fairly complete 
and interesting within its own bounds. Thus led 
excessive use genealogical and historical ironies, 
some felicitous, some strained. 


For the third time three hundred years Haw- 
thorne was the control mighty will. Rose was 
never struggle against it, nor make compromises 
her father had done. The granite within her was 
the granite the sire the Salem Hawthornes. 
The seventeenth-century Puritan and the nineteenth- 
century Roman Catholic believed alike that the urge 
propelling them into strange courses had been planted 
God. Their submission was alike whole- 
hearted. 


Loggins Wohl 189 


Since authentic history the foundation New Eng- 
land inevitably deals with such exotica bestiality and 
sodomy well incest and diabolism, the book seems 
most appropriate for emotionally mature well for 


cultivated readers. 
Joseph Cotter, Ph.D. 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Wohl, Louis The Restless Flame 
Lippincott. Dec. 284p. $3.00. 


This the fifth Mr. Wohl’s many novels 
published the United States. The Living Wood, 
concerned with St. Helena’s search for the True Cross, 
was published 1948. Then came story Attila 
the Hun, Throne the World; followed Imperial 
Renegade, whose central figure was Julian the Apostate. 
Last year, Mr. Wohl made satisfactory and inter- 
esting novel centered around St. Thomas 
The Quiet Light, proving his powers story teller. 
That was difficult subject for novel; his new novel 
less difficult subject: St. Augustine. But the 
accomplished story-teller makes The Restless Flame 
absorbing, credible and moving novel. That not 
say that this the best novel that could have been 
written about this towering pagan, libertine, 
Manichean, poet, philosopher, theologian, man 
immence intellectual interests and encompassment, 
violent and deep passions. That Mr. Wohl has 
succeeded well has within the limits set 
himself praiseworthy. Perhaps the only ones who 
might, among living authors, write the great book that 
could written about Augustine would Graham 
Greene Evelyn Waugh. 

The Restless Flame takes Augustine from his boyhood 
Tagaste, where was léader among his playmates 
and jealous his authority, his death Bishop 
Hippo before the onrushing hordes the Vandals. 
His relationship with his mother, Monica, made real 
and touching; and Monica almost but not quite comes 
life. She well drawn, but something vitality 
lacking the portrait. Alypius, friend and follower 
Augustine from his youth, the more successful 
portrayal. 


But the story Augustine must remain essentially 
adventure search Truth and the perfect Love. 
Augustine feels that has found the more perfect 
answer the problem life, good and evil, the 
teachings Manicheans and becomes enthusiastic 
evangelist the strangely perverse puritanism that 
keeps cropping up, periodically, the philosophical 
history the West. had been enthusiastic 
astrologer, too; Pythagorean, and Epicurean. But 
none these philosophies could satisfy his questing 
mind; each was bankrupt, found. When came 
last face face with Catholic Christianity, was 
through Plotinus and Plato, St. John’s Gospel and the 
Letters St. Paul. was too compelling its Truth 
long resisted, especially when saw embodied 
the persons Ambrose, Bishop Milan, well 
his own Mother’s unswerving courage, faith, and 
devotion. 


There lot history, and lot Augustine this 
book. will repay reading and much better-than- 


190 McGinley Langner 


average novel, recommendable all save the younger 
adolescents, who would find the philosophical musings, 
well-simplified they are, too bemusing. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


* * * 


McGinley, Phyllis Short Walk from the Station 
Viking. Nov. 15,1951. 175p. $2.75. 

This corner casts unqualified vote praise for 
Phyllis McGinley’s latest collection verse—magazine 
pieces from the New Yorker and other journals promi- 
nently arrayed around-town racks. this, her 
sixth book verse, Miss McGinley strikes the main 
theme her opening essay, “Suburbia, Thee 
pleasant and cogent apologia pro vita subur- 
biana. And with that point view she then com- 
ments wisely and wittily number subjects promi- 
nent the suburban setting. The subjects may 
ordinary, but her perspicacity isn’t. successfully 
brought bear children, for instance. mother 
with children her own, she undersands them well: 


While sweet their visages, soft their arts are, 
Cold mermaid’s kiss their hearts are. 


Yet she can capitulate their illogical moods and 
demands: 

don’t debate. 

just give in. 
Not always with air superiority confident 
understanding, for she also wonders their mysteries: 
why, for instance, without any explicit pre-agreement, 
all the children the town will blossom out one day 
the beach, another day the “multitudinous din” 
roller skates, the next their bicycles along the 
shaded walks: 

Who proclaims the time and weather 

For cycling all together? 
Puzzled, she guesses must invisible tom-tom, 
unknown piper whose melodies sound unheard 
adults. 
Miss McGinley’s verse equally happy its treatment 
her other subjects: the Good Humor man, commut- 
ing husbands, dancing schools, the A.&P., women’s so- 
cial, community, and cultural activities. Or, “The 
5.32”, for example, she speaks “This hour best all 
the hours knew—when the town’s women, “driving 
with ribbons around their down the station 
the family car, children chucked the back seat, 
greet the tired traveller from the city, the returned 
husband, “smiling, the evening paper under his arm, 
and his hat pushed back his head; 


And wood smoke lying like haze the quiet town, 
And dinner waiting, and the sun not yet gone down.” 


This poem not quoted imply that Miss McGinley 
has sentimentally idealized Suburbia; no, this merely 
one scene she knows well. Her well-rounded criticism 
also includes many incisive stab P.T.A. meetings 
and school boards, hostesses and neighbors. matter 
what she touches upon, her patent skill versifier, her 
attractive mien mind—open, tolerant, observant— 
and her responsive these invest her poems 
with absolute perfection for their type and intent. This, 
her own example, provides the best refutation the 


Best SELLERS 


“literary cliché”, she says the introductory essay, 
which condemns Suburbia the natural locale 
materialism and mediocrity. This book surely belongs 
the highest level which the genre, American occa- 
sional verse, has yet attained. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 


Langner, Lawrence The Magic Curtain 
Dutton. Oct. 19, 1951. 498p. $6.60. 


many Americans, the name Lawrence Langner 
means very little; some means great deal. 
reservations, may said him that has been 
one the most influential theatrical producers the 
American theatre has ever known. Obviously, that 
statement needs The contents The 
Magic Curtain bear out. 

This book autobiography; also history the 
famous producing group known the Theatre Guild. 
They are inseparable because Langner founded the 
latter and seems receive his :mpetus for living from 
the challenges and stimuli which come from that un- 
certain quantity, Show Business. Although one 
the most successful patent attorneys America, 
takes more pride and pleasure his accomplishments 
the stage. should; they are many. 

unit, the Theatre Guild, under Langner’s intuitive 
perception, perspicuity, and good taste, has produced 
some the most famous plays the modern genera- 
tion. mention merely few the playwrights 
whose work has appeared under the aegis the Guild 
show the scope its activities: Shakespeare, Shaw, 
O’Neill, Sherwood, Behrman, 
Toller, Molner, Claudel; its famous players have in- 
cluded Helen Hayes, the Lunts, Nazimova, Katherine 
Cornell, George Cohan, and myriad others. 


With such cast players and playwrights, one might 
led think that this autobiography would ex- 
tremely fascinating. Regrettably, does not measure 
advance notice. There too little focus depth 
analysis the various personalities who walk through 
these pages. With the exceptions O’Neill and Shaw 
there nothing here that any student the theatre 
might not have known before. 
However, the saving grace this particular work and 
its particular contribution theatre history its de- 
tailed treatment the divergent geniuses mentioned 
previously. Langner sensible enough let them 
speak for themselves their letters him and they 
reveal great deal which has hitherto been unknown 
about them. Actually, they serve the author nega- 
tive manner: they point the way what might have 
been one the most fascinating and interesting volumes 
have appeared many years. But the author failed 
take advantage the opportunity, perhaps for rea- 
sons discretion and friendship. Although 
shown the reader life around the Magic Curtain, 
has seldom let see too far behind it. 

John Coppinger, 

Speech and Drama Department, 

Maryland University, 

College Park, Maryland 
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Shaw, Dick Liberated Latin 
Doubleday. Nov. $1.75. 

Not long ago Fred Pearson and Richard Taylor col- 
laborated with text and drawings respectively pro- 
duce mild form picture-puzzle fun their 
French and Compound Fractured French. They’ve 
passed the chore Dick Shaw and Soglow, who 
are responsible now for the newest title Doubleday’s 
“foreign language series”, Liberated Latin. You know 
the game involved? more less familiar Latin 
phrase illustrated Soglow drawing. You puzzle 
over the drawing’s application the phrase. Then 
you turn the page and read Shaw’s very liberal trans- 
lation the phrase. Then you turn back the illus- 
tration and you get the point the joke—sometimes. 
course, some the puns—the whole business 
visual play words—are bound miss. fair num- 
ber succeed. loco” pictures man joyfully carry- 
ing armful attic trinkets pawn-shop; the 
translation reads diem” means, 
according Shaw, “U-Drive-It”, and shows woman 
breaking car out through the rear wall what must 
Hertz station. “Multa gemens” portrays 
force G-men laying siege house—and the phrase 
rendered “The place crawling with Feds”. 
“Mirabile dictu” turns out the proverbial 
Stenographer” sitting the boss’s well-worn knee. 
“Nota bene” illustrates the “Flat broke” embarrass- 
ment the escort who can’t pay the dinner check. 
And, course, gustibus” refers drafty bus. 
personal favorite shows the picture man 
buffet luncheon uncomfortably balancing enormous 


cup coffee his left knee—over the caption “Veri- 


“large cup coffee”. think I’ve named the 
best seven the lot. The other thirty-seven are so-so, 
including two three that may raise your eyebrows. 
literal translation the Latin provided the end 
the book for those who’ve come long way from 
tripartite Gaul. Innocuous, part-time amusement for all. 
Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 


Polgar, Franz, with Kurt Singer 
The Story Hypnotist 
Hermitage House. 1951. 222p. 


This interesting story the author’s life and 
activities since the time was rescued 
buried alive Italy 1917 during the First World 
War. was lieutenant the Austro-Hungarian 
Imperial Army and after his rescue spent consider- 
able time the hospital recuperating amnesia and 
shock. The book has nineteen short chapters describ- 
ing the significant features Mr. Polgar’s climb 
fame hypnotist. furnishes information the 
theory hypnosis and makes claims scientific 
research. 
The author not analytic thinker. One proof 
this the chapter entitled “Professor Nemeti” where 
find vague, irrevelant and alleged analogies between 
hypnotic power and some the miracles Christ. 
makes statements like the following, “Jesus, 
mental healer, gave faith his patients. 
faith one can hypnotize.” “Jesus was able spread 
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the power auto-suggestion. Those who had faith 
Him, who touched Him, were cured with the aid 
auto-suggestion much the same way, may sur- 
mise, the sick and lame are cured today 
has great faith the development hypnotic 
power for psychotherapy. 


Mr. Polgar seems imply that the limits hypnotic 
power have way been fathomed nor adequately 
studied because the prejudice against it, especially 
the medical profession. However, his chapter “Feats 
the Mind” expresses the conviction the in- 
ability telepathic power reach abstract thought. 
“ 

the field thought transmission can only obey 
commands long concrete matters are involved. 
person thinks anything abstract, fail. don’t 
know why. Perhaps the vibrations the human mind 
which are the A-B-C thought transference cannot 
communicate abstract thoughts.” 


The author very sincere and honest his portrayal 
and reveals simplicity character which, however, 
not free from the tinge sentimental egotism. One 
will look vain for manifestations that erudition 
hypnosis which the author implies received his 
associations with Professor Nemeti. not think that 
this book advances the cause scientific study 
hypnosis nor satisfying book for the thinking 


person. 
Edward Bunn, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington 


Myers, The Rev. Rawley (Editor) 

The Greatest Calling 
McMullen. Nov. 1951. 184p. $2.25. 
Father Rawley Myers, Director Vocations the Dio- 
cese Lincoln, Nebraska, the editor this book 
the Priesthood. The twenty articles deal with: norms 
for judging the presence absence priestly voca- 
tion; ideas vocations general; particular aspects 
priestly work. The authors these articles are, for the 
most part, well known everyone, e.g., Bishop Sheen, 
Father Lord, Father Keller, and Father Peyton, Clare 
Boothe Luce, Coach Frank Leahy, 
Ralph Kiner and others. The Greatest Calling thus 
presents popular treatment the Priesthood rather 
than scholarly scientific one and the articles pos- 
sess all the usual merits their respective authors. 


Charles Trundle, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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Flesch, Rudolf The Art Clear Thinking 
Harper. Oct. 31, 1951. 212p. $2.75. 


“This book you are now reading came out file 
drawer with twenty-one folders—one for each 
(p. 143). Out those folders came too much matter 
form coherent book. The present work intended 
practical self-help book for all who want 
improve their thinking and increase their flow ideas. 
says the publisher. But say—if man’s psyche 
less perfect than mechanical calculators and only equal 
that six chimpanzees, the very nature Logic 


misunderstood, the scientific method the only 
way attain knowledge, pragmatism rules the field, 
much written which more than obvious 
common sense, then don’t hope learn how im- 
prove (much less understand) your thinking from this 
latest “Art Of”. The author has not clearly thought 
out this difficult subject clear thinking. “Yes, clear 
thinking rare.” (p. has merely woven to- 
gether series quotations from many varied 
sources one can imagine. not strange then that 
the book contains many contradictions 
encies. should have been entitled: Easy 


Write Book”. 
Frederick Scott, S.J., 


University Scranton 
* x 


Larkin, Sarah Joan Arc. Narrative Poem. 
Sept. 25, 1951. $2.75. 

this rather brief narrative poem the familiar story 
Joan Arc clearly and concisely told series 
flashbacks Joan, suffering her prison cell the 
last day before her martyrdom the stake, recalls the 
chief events her life. sorry say that this 
work’s clarity and conciseness mark its only merit. The 
poetry, singularly free imagery, painfully non- 
poetic. cursory examination revealed only five 
images, and all them common: pace rapid 
the pulsing beat bright gull’s wings”, her chains 
clanked and “echoed like thunder”, “Prayer was the 
golden key life”, “You are their star, star hope”, 
and “with snail-like speed”. The free verse which 
the poem cast undistinguished. Nor, with relation 
content, has the poetess anything positive offer: 
further understanding Joan; fresh insights into 
her character; not even new interpretation invite 
discussion. She does attempt show Joan 
exalted soul, pious, resigned—but the very 
prevents any success this direction. All all, this 
book does not warrant any recommendation. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English, 
University Scranton 


* * * 


Smith, Edward Grey Lensman 


Fantasy Press. 1951. 306p. $3.00. 

the adventure school science-fiction, where 
“white-hot rays lick out through the depths space 
vast armadas decide the supremacy Galactic 
civilizations,” Smith one the leading authors. 
had produced several full length stories which 
the “Lensman Series” perhaps the best known. Grey 
Lensman the fourth this series and continues the 
adventures Kimball Kinnison, most noted member 
the Galactic Patrol. The Patrol organization 
dedicated the protection all races the Galaxy. 
Its officers are marked the Lens, quasi-living cry- 
stalline structure, uncounterfeitable because at- 
tuned the life-force pattern its wearer. The lenses 
come from Arisia, planet whose inhabitants are the 
intellectual giants the Universe and who are con- 
ditioning the other races the galaxy, particularly the 
Earthmen, toward use their mental powers. Over 
period thousands years the Arisians have been 
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working Earthmen speed their development 
presumably higher levels. 


During the ages the Arisians have been engaged 
struggle against entity known Boskone, group 
which wishes absolute domination the Universe. 
Now with highly developed Earthman the person 
Kinnison they are ready move. And the story 
series fantastic adventures which Kinnison 
reads minds, develops super-weapons, moves planets, 
goes into other dimensions and finally crushes the Bos- 
konians. essence story the struggle good 
against evil but with both being rather vague and the 
highest standard being something about the dignity 
civilization. 

escape reading there little complain Grey 
Lensman. Its literary quality rather low and its 
science background scarcely better; its characters are 
stuffy and scarcely real; its plot slightly hackneyed. The 
whole “Lensman Series”, however, has been hailed 
science-fiction fans one the classics what might 
called the middle period when science-fiction began 
raise its head among the pulps. The book suitable 
for all classes readers but deserves little recommenda- 
tion. 


Mackay, Richard Law Marriage and Divorce 
Oceana (Legal Almanac Series, No. Ed. 1951. 
$1.00. 

This little book has very limited value very 
limited group readers. index the statutes 
each the states, the District Columbia and 
the possessions and territories the United States per- 
taining marriage, divorce and annulments. Each 
the nine chapters too short much value 
persons likely interested this subject—the 
longest four pages. The tables following each chap- 
ter, listing the statutes each state and possession bear- 
ing the subject, with brief summary their salient 
provisions, make the book great worth those who 
find any value. 


For the average lawyer, the book too cursory treat- 
ment; for the law student, too broad; but for the 
research scholar, lawyer sociologist, interested 
comparing statutory provisions, will serve 
most convenient tool save hours time. 


moral literary valuation this book would put 
the same class the annual report the 
incidence crime the United States. 

Blanchard, 

Silver Springs, Maryland 


Lane, Raymond A., M.M., D.D. 
The Early Days Maryknoll 
David McKay. Mar. 30, 1951. 311p. $3.00. 


The founders Maryknoll taught their young disciples 
love charity, walk humbly, work for God, and 
serve man. They were loyal without pride, 
generous their Faith, grateful for all gifts, and de- 
voted Mother Church spreading the Gospel wher- 
ever they were given the opportunity work. How 
effective that teaching was well known the many 
who have followed the story the men and women 
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Maryknoll. This account the early days, written 
one the first students, now the third Superior General 
the Society, fills out the picture Maryknoll during 
the years from 1911 1925 and brings life many 
the leaders and pioneers the movement which was 
deliberately planned represent the entire Church 
the United States the work the foreign missions. 


Although Bishop Lane disclaims any literary skill, his 
book exemplifies Buffon’s saying, “The style the 
man”. His simple story filled with the charming 
charity and wisdom man who writes what 
knows and loves, and understands. Through his eyes 
the reader sees the inspired and inspiring character 
the first Superior General, Bishop James Anthony 
Walsh, genius organization, born leader, man 
tremendous purpose and vast ability, and 
soul deep spirituality who could not fail win the 
devotion his young disciples. less clear the 
picture Father Thomas Price, the saintly co-founder, 
mystic, devoted missioner, and humble priest who in- 
sisted that and his work remain hidden long 
lived. The same happy spirit recalls the earliest 
students learning accept the little privations and 
hardships pioneers and shows them later meeting 
calmly the most extreme disappointments. 
gnettes fellow Maryknollers and their teachers are 
scattered throughout the work, presenting the person- 
alities many the men who were later 
move greater things, Bishops Ford and James 
Edward Walsh, the late Bishop O’Shea, and Bishop 
Byrne, the Apostolic Delegate Korea who disap- 
peared behind the Iron Curtain when the Communists 
invaded Korea year ago. chapter scans 
rapidly the quarter century from Bishop Lane’s appoint- 
ment the new mission Manchuria his election 
the office Superior General, touching lightly his 
own internment the Japanese throughout the War, 
and giving brief outline the recent growth the 
Society and the expansion its mission fields. The 
book highly recommended all; will give many 
new understanding and appreciation men and mis- 


sioners. 
John Ellis Bourne, 
University Scranton 


Magnin, Edgar 
How Live Richer and Fuller Life 
Prentice-Hall. Sept. 17, 1951. 186p. $2.95. 


Dr. Magnin rabbi the Wilshire Temple Los 
Angeles, California, friend and advisor many 
motion personalities. has been the radio 
often and now part time member the faculty the 
University Southern California. This his first 
book. 

The author gives the following rule guiding 
norm for any reading: “If book worth reading, 
should read honestly, with thought given ideas 
that conflict with your own, well ideas that fill 
you with pride because you too have held them”. There 
much Dr. Magnin’s book that “fills with pride”, 
but there serious fault that “gives one much 
thought”. the positive side this book gives many 
for full living that are basically sound, many 
cases rather trite. are told know ourselves, 


Magnin Oursler 


have faith, preserve our health, control our emo- 
tions, cultivate poise and the Golden Rule. all this 
one feels certain superficiality. more 
fundamental necessary upon which rear this struc- 
ture proximate practical directives. But the author 
would give that too. For tells build all 
the love God and our neighbor. But herein 
arises the matter for thought. For are told “there 
one way God”, that “not wise unite all 
sects into one for God’s house there are many man- 
that “unity faith impossible because the 
endless variety the concept Infinity”. The main 
thing love God, the manner your own affair. 


are presented, then, with obvious religious in- 
differentism with its insidious relativity truth 
consequent undermining all true faith. Though there 
many mansions God’s house find hard 
see how that makes God equally content with false 
hood with truth. The fact that all faiths cannot 
true for the obvious reasons that they 
one another essential points. God disinterest- 
whether believe the Trinity the Godhead, 
portant love God, but more important for 
love Him desires, should express prefer- 
ence. net condemn our neighbor for worship- 
ping God the way sincerely judges the true 
way. praise him for his conviction. con- 
demn destructive all respect for truth and there- 
fore for faith principle that puts the concept 
Infinity complexity falsehoods and truths. 


Therefore this book should listed permissible for 
discriminating adults, but discriminating adult would 
profit little from its many generalities. 


Edward Sponga, 


University Scranton 
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Oursler, Fulton The Greatest Story Ever Told 
Permabooks. 1951. 396p. $0.35. 


Because this the forty-eighth printing, sixth edition, 
and well over one millionth copy two-year-old 
book, some notice its appearance the present dress 
companion volume the Old Testament, The Great- 
est Book Ever Written, another reason call atten- 
tion this fictionized gospel harmony subtitled Tale 
the Greatest Life Ever Lived”. The origins the 
present volume are known many. radio script 
writer, Mr. Oursler Catholic, after twenty-five years 
self-confessed agnosticism following faithful Pro- 
testant upbringing), was one several who inaugurated 
the dramatic production the same name January, 
success the program and the literary 
product are not fairly attributable the power the 
gospel narrative alone. The journalist has succeeded 
where many others have failed, reading his and 
any sprinkling similar attempts should disclose. 


proper, however, name the book’s chief virtue 
his fidelity the evangelists and the faith they held 
regarding the events they described. The conversa- 
tions, suppositions, and sequences supplied exist only 
handmaids the inspired text. Nearly all are defen- 
sible some kind scholarly ground, though time 
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and again one can imagine the author holding out for 
his bare possibility against the much greater probabilities 
alleged critical readers the manuscript. Given 
this genre writing (which many, including the re- 
viewer, suffer temptation engage in), there falls 
upon the author the obligation violence, first, 
history, second, necessary inference, and third, 
the cultural pattern the period under discussion. 
meeting the latter challenge that Mr. Oursler 
comes off most lamentably. westerner writing 
for westerners. The reader even slightly familiar with 
near-eastern manners and mentality will not care 
read very far his book. Mary and Joseph exchange 
self-revelatory confidences, and She goes walking off 
alone Elizabeth (with assist from southbound 
caravans), much the manner modern American 
miss. the question inference, account taken 
the clear virginity Mary’s quick 
query Gabriel, meaningless otherwise: “How shall 
this done, seeing know not man?” Affianced 
girls are normally capable discussing future mother- 
hood without the thought inner contradiction that 
Mary immediately gave voice to. There are likewise 
slips gospel fact, the kaleidoscoping events 
the life eight-day-old John family scene 
within two hours his birth. The general impression 
left the book one equal acceptance scholarly 
conclusion ,of which there gratifying amount, and 
sixth-century piety (the magi kings, the Boy Christ 
the latter has any possibility bearing out the former. 
Oddly, the ending weaker than all that has gone 
before, making does important point quite 
unconvincingly. 

its type the book good one, which means both 
godsend the simple and the learned. 
this edition sends new readers the gospels, all the 
shortcomings its virtues should that prayerful 
Bible reading come light. that brings Christ 
the gospels them, its work already done. 


Gerard Sloyan, 

Department Religious Education, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Wilson, Dorothy Clarke Prince Egypt 
Pocket Books. Oct. 1951 (Westminster Press, Oct. 31, 
1949). 437p. $0.35. (Cardinal edition C-8) 

The central theme this novel about Moses that 
was early apostle freedom, merely political 
leader, and hence even the outlines his true character 
are wrong, since was primarily religious figure. 
The book then has real value and nothing more 
than vehicle for the discredited views the higher 
critics the Bible. sad commentary how 
entirely astray private judgment religious history can 
go. The main idea, that freedom great good, 
one will cavil at; but that cannot make for reducing 
the grandeur, the mystery, the Divine element the 
history the chosen people and their religious leader 
the level modern political notions. The book can- 
not recommended. Dom Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 
St. Anselm’s Priory, Washington, (Condensed 
from the Sept. 15, 1949, issue Best Sellers). 


Wilson Wescott Fletcher Roark 
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Wescott, Jan The Hepburn 
Books. Oct. 1951 (Crown, Mar. 29, 1950). 
This wholly inconsequential tale James IV’s acces- 
sion power the author’s second attempt Scot- 
tish border story. The story revolves around Patrick 
Hepburn, the first Earl Bothwell, and his pursuit 
Lady Jane Gordon and her eventual capitulation, with 
English spy, Sir Matthew Craddock and Perkin War- 
beck, the Tudor pretender, thrown for good meas- 
ure. Romance, adventure, skullduggery and all 
low order are the chief elements the story which 
study Scottish-English affairs. The treatment 
matters sexual offensive with the jacket design and 
the back cover blurb hitting new low decency. The 
book would not harm adult readers there 
reason recommending anyone. (Based the 
Best Sellers review, Apr. 1950, 6.) 


Lusty Wind for Carolina 


(Original edition: Bobbs-Merrill, Nov. 
$0.35. 


Fletcher, Inglis 
Permabooks, 1951. 
21, 1944.) 477p. 


This third series novels the colonial Carolinas 


covers the period between 1718 and 1725 and deals 
with the colonization the Cape Fear River country, 
the dispersal pirates and the development trade 
which was the life blood especially the southern 
colonies. There are three stories interwoven: that 

obert Fountaine and his settlement, the romance 
between Gabrielle Fountaine and David Moray and 
the careers Blackbeard, Bonnet, Vane, Anne Bonney 
and others the famous pirates. 


Unfortunately this novel has completely failed cash 
its potentialities. historical background 
only skeletal outline disjointedly put together and 
very inadequately developed. The romance tepid, 
say the least, and all the possibilities exciting adven- 
ture are carelessly traded for few tame incidents. 
Miss Fletcher persists building each her plots 
climax through slow and tedious periods and then 
forsaking the climax entirely, referring later 
settled event. Altogether this ranks very awk- 
wardly written story falling far below the level the 
author’s previous works. This spite the fact that 
the period which she writes rich 
peculiarly well adapted 
novel. There some profanity, suggestiveness and 
immorality but the whole the book suitable for 
adult readers although there little reason recom- 
mend highly. The half-title the reprint un- 
necessarily suggestive blurb. (Condensed from the 


view Best Sellers, Dec. 1944, 163.) 


* * * 


Rainbow the Royals 
ermabook, 1951. (Original edition: Doubleday, Sept. 
When gold was discovered California the clipper 
ships were coming into their own, both reduce the 
time the overland trip one six months and 
capi alize the speedier transportation freight. 
Thus, when Captain Jim Quick take the 
Beauty around the Horn less than four 
months aroused the deepest interest and brought 
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$50,000 wager race the Sea Star. The main section 
deals with the race, with minor theme that romance 
(of course). The story well-larded with nautical 
lore, and exciting adventure which one two 
minor lapses matters sexual make suitable mostly 
for adult readers. (Condensed from Best Sellers, Dec. 
1950, 156.) 


Gordon, Arthur Reprisal 
Pocket Books. Oct. 1951 (Simon Schuster, Aug. 21, 
1950). 272p. $0.25. 

The Sept. 1950 Literary Guild selection has been best 
seller and deservedly for Reprisal absorbing 
and exciting first novel that shows little any evidence 
being first. The problem racial relations the 
Southern States the basic theme the novel; but this 
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Stout, The Case the Black Orchids, 112. Sept. 
15, 1951. 

Street, Mingo Dabney, 111. Sept. 15, 1951. IIb 


Flowers St. Francis, 139. Oct. 15, 

The Pocket Dictionary, 112. Sept. 

The New American Webster Dictionary, 28. Apr. 
15, 1951. 

Van Vechten, Nigger Heaven, 27. Apr. 15, 
1951. 

Wellman, Broncho Apache, 77. July 1951. Ila 

Wescott, The Hepburn, 194. Dec. 15, 

Wilson, Prince Egypt, 194. Dec. 15, 1951. 

The Black Angel, 78. July 1951. 


Wright, Black Boy, 27. Apr. 15, 1951. IIb 


Christmas Gift Suggestion 


Parents, teachers, priests, friends, relatives, 
anyone who interested reading who must 
direct the reading activities others will appre- 
ciate subscription 


BEST SELLERS 
The Semi-Monthly Book Review Service 

year’s subscription $2.50 ($3.00 Canadian 
and Foreign) will bring entertainment and valu- 
able comment modern books the recipient 
throughout the year. Timely, thorough and com- 
petent reviews modern books shortly after 
publication will bring valuable information all 
who wish know what being published today. 
your request will send Christmas card 
directly the recipient your gift. 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
Scranton Pa. 
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